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PREVIOUSLY : 


Michael Goodwin is the author of a book on the Vietnam War, 
which posits the war turned Frank Castle into the Punisher. To 
learn about the beginning of that story, Goodwin's found the 
surviving members of Lt. Castle's first platoon and interviewed 
Col. Letrong Giap, the last living N.V.A. commander from the 
battle of Khe Sanh-also Castle's first. 1 


He had no combat experience when he took command, but Castle 
earned his troops’ respect with his instinct for warfare and his 
willingness to bend the rules to keep them safe. 


Castle’s efficiency made him a worthy enemy on the other side: 

Col. Giap was grooming Ly Quang for leadership, but all she 
za wanted was to avenge her comrades by killing the broad-shouldered 
| American commander who ordered the airstrike against them. 
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"THE TET OFFENSIVE STARTED = =s ( τος 

TEN DAYS AFTER WE WERE НТ. | / \ 
L | 
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"CHARLIE SNATCHED LOCATIONS ALL OVER 
SAIGON, INCLUPING-BRIEFLY-THE U.S. EMBASSY 
ITSELF. HIS PAL NATHANIEL VICTOR OVERRAN A 

DECENT CHUNK OF HUE, WHICH THE FIRST MARINES 

HAD TO TAKE BACK STREET BY STREET. 


"FOR US AT КАЕ SANH AND THE HILLS AROUND ІТ, 
TET MEANT A SIEGE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE RAINY 
SEASON: WHICH MADE RESUPPLY By AIR A BASTARD, 
AND AIRSTRIKES IN ZERO VISIBILITY A BITCH. ON TOP 
OF THAT, THERE WAS ANOTHER LITTLE PROBLEM... 


ЧЕ THIS SOUNDS LIKE 

ONE GODDAMN THING 

AFTER ANOTHER-WELL, 
THERE IT 16.” 


IT WORKED OUT OKAY IN 
THE END-I MEAN SURE, IT’S 
PRETTY STUPID CALLING ANY 
RIFLE SELF-CLEANING- 


IT WAS THE 
FACT THE DAMN GUN 
WAS A DISASTER TO 
BEGIN WITH. 


IT WORKED OUT OKAY 5 
ABOUT THIRTY YEARS LATER. AS FAR 
AS I'M CONCERNED IT WAS A CRIMINAL 
ACT TO ISSUE US THOSE THINGS. 


CHECK YOUR FIRE, 
I SAY 
< YOUR 


PITCHER SIX. 
AIN, CHECI 
FIRE 


THIS IS 
А PEASANT'S 
WEAPON. 


NEVER GOES 
WRONG. YOU CAN 
DROWN IT IN MUD 

AND IT SHOOTS 
JUST FINE. 


BUT 
ACCURACY 
AND RANGE ARE 
NOTHING SPECIAL. 
A TRAINED SOLDIER 
CAN GET MORE 
OUT OF THE 


АА 

NOT N 0 

WHEN YOU NEED 
IT TO. 


DAMN THING'S TOO FRAGILE. 
TOO COMPLICATED. AN’ I DON’T І 
LIKE THE AMMO. IN THE BUSH THAT EN IT SKID OFF 
FIVE-FIVE-SIX WON'T GO SEEN па кос 
THROUGH SHIT. LEAVES... 


OH, JESUS. 


ELL TEE, 

YOU CAN'T OUTFIT 
THE WHOLE PLATOON 
WITH CHICOM 
WEAPONG...! 


Å ( М14. SAME 
WHAT TM = AS EVERYBODY 
THINKING. ГА ELSE. 


WHAT'D 
YOU TRAIN ON, 
SERGEANT? 


/ BUT THEY ALL 
GONE, WE HANDED 
THE LAST ONES IN 

à LAST YEAR... 


LET'S YOU 
AND ME TAKE 
A TRIP. 


LIEUTENANT че 


CASTLE! WE HAVE 
BEEN HEARING GREAT 
THINGS ABOUT 
YOU, SIR! 


YOUR PART IN 
THE DEFENSE OF 
HILL EIGHT SIXTY-ONE 
HAS NOT GONE UNNOTICED, 
BELIEVE ME. WORD AMONG 
THE OFFICERS IS YOU ARE 
IMPRESSING ALL THE RIGHT 


PEOPLE, I CAN SEE A VERY 
BRIGHT FUTURE AHEAD 
OF YOU. 


AND SERGEANT 
DRYDEN. HOW THE 
HELL ARE YOU? 


сарани =ч 


DONALD. 


ALWAYS A 
PLEASURE, ALWAYS 
A PLEASURE. 


SO WHAT BRINGS 
THE PAIR OF YOU TO 
BEAUTIFUL DOWNTOWN 
KHE SANH COMBAT 
BASE? 


SKEDADDLE, 
ROBBIE. 
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UNDERSTAND THERE'S 
AN ONGOING TRADE IN 
АКс, SOUVENIRS FOR 
THE REMFS, THAT 
KIND OF THING. 


WELL, IT’S NO GREAT 
SECRET...BUT IT'S KIND OF 
ON HOLD RIGHT NOW, EVER 
SINCE THE GREEN BERETS 

STARTED BOOBY-TRAPPING 
N THE AKs THEY FIND 
IN THE BUSH... 


BAD FOR 
CHARLIE, BUT BAD 
FOR BUSINESS, TOO. 
WHAT ABOUT IT? 


I CAN GET 
YOU AS MANY AS 
YOU NEED. 


NICE PIECE. 
AS MANY AS I 
NEED, HUH? 


AND WHAT 
SORT OF PRICE 
WOULD WE 
BE TALKING 
ABOUT? 


TWO DOZEN 
TO START WITH. 
MAYBE AS MANY 
AS THREE. 


YOU KNOW WHAT 
HAPPENED TO THE 


М145 AFTER THEY WERE 
REPLACED LAST YEAR? 


STRANGE QUESTION...WELL, THEY'RE NO GOOD 
FOR THE ARVINS, JUST TOO BIG FOR THEIR LITTLE 
GOOK HANDS. SO ONCE THEY'RE RECONDITIONED 
THEY'LL MORE THAN LIKELY TO BE SOLD ON TO 

SOME, AH, CLIENT STATE IN AFRICA 
OR SOUTH AMERICA. 


RIGHT NOW THERE'S PROBABLY Å 
SHITLOAD SITTING IN Å WAREHOUSE IN DA NANG. 
| I MEAN BETWEEN US AND THE ARMY YOU'RE TALKING 
| ABOUT A HUNDRED THOUSAND RIFLES, AND THIS TET 

THING'S THROWN OFF EVERYBODY'S SCHEDULE... 


YOU FIND OUT 
WHERE? 


I COULD. I HAVE TO ADMIT 
YOU'VE GOT ME INTERESTED HERE, 
LIEUTENANT. YOU WANT TO TELL 


ME THE REST OF IT? 


I NEED THE USE OF A 
С-123 MAKING ONE FLIGHT EACH 
WAY BETWEEN HERE AND DA NANG. 
` I NEED PASSES FOR. ME AND 
(SA 5 THREE OTHER ΜΕΝ WHEN 
x WE GET THERE. 


I'LL ALSO NEED 
TRANSPORT AT THAT END- 
A DEUCE AND A HALF WOULD 
BE IDEAL-AND SLICKS TO TAKE 
US AND OUR CARGO HOME 
FROM KHE SANH WHEN 
WE GET BACK. 


ALL 
WITHIN THE 
WEEK. 


AMMUNITION. THE MGOs STILL 
USE SEVEN-SIX-TWO NATO, WE'LL 
TAKE AS MUCH OF THAT AS YOU 
CAN REGULARLY SEND US 
ON RESUPPLY. 


IN RETURN FOR 

WHICH I'LL GET A 
REGULAR SUPPLY 
OF AKs... 


YOU CAN 
KEEP THAT ONE 
AS A DEPOSIT. 


I'LL MAKE SOME 
CALLS, LIEUTENANT. 
YOU CAN EXPECT TO 

HEAR FROM ME 

VERV SOON. 


WHY, AS 
SHOCKED AS YOU 
ARE, SIR. 


IT DOESN’T 
COME ANYWHERE 
NEAR EIGHT 
SIXTY-ONE. 


"THERE WERE SIX THOUSAND MARINES AT KHE 
SANH, SURROUNDED BY TWENTY THOUSAND 
NORTH VIETNAMESE. SO THE SURVIVAL OF THE “AIR SUPREMACY, AS Å MATTER OF FACT. LET'S SEE... 
THROUGHOUT THE BATTLE, NAVY, AIR FORCE AND MARINE 
AIRCRAFT DROPPED OVER A HUNDRED THOUSAND TONS OF 


COMBAT BASE DEPENDED ON AIR SUPERIORITY. 
BOMBS. THAT RAN FROM THE B-525 OBLITERATING TWO BY 
HALF-MILE BOXES OF LAND WITH A HUNDRED-SIXTY TONS AT 
A TIME, TO THE FIGHTER-BOMBERS DROPPING FRAGS AND 
NAPALM-WHICH THEY DID APPROXIMATELY EVERY FIVE MINUTES. 


"PUT ANOTHER WAY, IT ADDED 
UP TO FIVE HIROSHIMAS. PUT 
ANOTHER, FIVE TONS OF. 
HIGH-EXPLOSIVE FOR EVERY 
N.V.A. SOLDIER IN THE BATTLE. 
AND THAT'S COMPLETELY 
SEPARATE FROM THE GUNS; 
MARINE ARTILLERY ALONE 
FIRED A HUNDRED-SIXTY 

THOUSANP SHELLS.” 


ALL IN ALL, 

2 YOU HAVE TO 
Й WONDER HOW THERE 
B WAS ANY OPPOSITION 

LEFT TO FIGHT... 5 

PERSONALLY, I'M 

SORRY THEY DIDN'T 
TRY FOR HIROSHIMA 


NUMBER SIX. 
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MORE'N THAT, 
IT WAS OUR ASSES 
ON THE LINE. TAKES A 
SLEDGEHAMMER TO 
CRUSH A BUG? 


"YOU GOT 
THE SL, 


COWARDS, 
BROTHER CUONG? 


THE AMERICANS! THEY. 
COWER BEHIND THEIR WIRE, 
IN THEIR BUNKERS-THEV LET 

MACHINES FIGHT THEIR BATTLES, 
RATHER THAN FACE OUR 
GLORIOUS TROOPS IN 
COMBAT! 


SO HAD WE SUCH 
AN AIR FORCE AT OUR 
DISPOSAL, YOUR 


RECOMMENDATION TO 
OUR GENERALS WOULD 
BE TO LEAVE THE 
AIRCRAFT ON THE 
GROUND? 


THAT... 2 I WOULD 
IS A POINT У ВЕ FASCINATED 
I HAD NOT Ww I TO HEAR YOUR 
THOUGHT OF, : CONCLUSIONS. 
BROTHER 
COLONEL. 


I MUST 
RECONSIDER 
THE MATTER 

AT LENGTH. 


FOR A MOMENT THERE, 
I THOUGHT І DETECTED 
A SMILE... 


I SHOULD BE FIGHTING WITH YOU WOULD BE DEAD BY 
MY COMRADES IN THE SOUTH. NOW, SISTER. THEIR CASUALTIES 
BUT NO ONE IS PERMITTED HAVE BEEN APPALLING. 
TO TRAVEL. га a | 


THAT'S THE 
TENTH THIS MORNING. 
OR...NO, I'VE LOST 


THEY ARE SO 
WASTEFUL. ONLY 
ONE STRIKE IN TEN HITS 
ANYTHING WORTHWHILE. 
THEY CAUSE SO 
MUCH DEVASTATION 
FOR SO VERY LITTLE 
PURPOSE. 


BLUNDERERS. 


*—— за 년 


THEY UNDERSTAND THE 
LIMITATIONS OF CONSCRIPTED 
SOLDIERS. OF MEN SENT FAR 

FROM HOME, WITH NO CLEAR 
SENSE OF PURPOSE. 


SO THEY 
RELY ON BROTHER 
WONG'S DESPISED 

MACHINES. 


AND WHEN ТНЕУ 
ARE ON TARGET, DON’T 
FORGET, THE COST TO 

US IS GRIEVOUS. 


MERELY BY 


SMASHING DOWN 
THE JUNGLE THEY 
DISRUPT OUR 
MOVEMENTS. 
PREVENT OUR 
COMPANIES FROM 
MASSING TO 
ATTACK. 


TO FIGHT 
THE AMERICANS, 
TO KILL AS 
MANY AS I САМ 
BEFORE-- 


I TOLD YOU THIS WILL 

BE A LONG WAR. THE 

EVIDENCE IS FALLING 
FROM THE HEAVENS. 


DO you 
UNDERSTAND YOUR 
PURPOSE YET, 
SISTER LY? 


ка NN 7777, 


CAN'T YOU 
UNDERSTAND 
WHAT WE ARE 
UP AGAINST? 


YOU MUST GO BACK TO 
THE SOUTH AS SOON AS IT IS SAFE 
TO TRAVEL. RAISE NEW CADRES. 
TRAIN THEM. 


PASS ON YOUR 
EXPERTISE TO A HUNDRED 
THOUSAND BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS. MAKE THEM LIKE YOU: 
AS HARD AS STONE, AS 
SHARP AS BLADES. 


UNDERSTAND WITH 
PERFECT CLARITY THAT YOU ARE 
FIGHTING FOR YOUR COUNTRY... 


WITHOUT 
THAT CLARITY 
YOU ARE NO MORE 
USEFUL THAN A 
SINGLE ROUND OF 
AMMUNITION. 


AND BULLETS 
WE POSSESS 
IN GREAT 
ABUNDANCE. 


WERE, 


Й HERE w 


UNCLE SAM. 


MOVE IT-MOVE IT- 
MOVE IT/ SUN COMES 


IP WE GONNA GET 
FUCKIN’ MORTARED/ 


tr 


КАМ ЖУ ЗАР 


JUST IN CASE SOME COLONEL 
SHOWS UP. DON'T WANT TO HAVE 
TO HAND THESE OVER AFTER 
ALL THE TROUBLE IT TOOK 
TO GET THEM. 


'D GO ALONG 
WITH THIS? 


WALKIN’ INTO 
DONALD'S BUNKER, 
GETTIN’ ON THE PLANE— 
YOU DIDN'T THINK 5 
GONNA BUCK? 

AT ALL? 


1 FIGURED 
YOU'D WANT WHAT'S 
BEST FOR THE 
PLATOON. 


25 THERE'S RF 
MEONE OUT Г 
THERE. MOVEMENT. 


SAPPER, MAYBE. OR SOME 
ASSHOLE MISTOOK THIS FOR 
Å DIFFERENT HILL. 


AH, YOU CAN SEE HIM. 
THAT STUMP IN THE MIDDLE YOU WANT ME 
OF THE SLOPE. THE LITTLE ONE. TO KILL HIS ASS? 


NO, LET'S FIND OUT WHAT WE 
GOT FOR OUR MONEY. 


SPOT FOR ME. 


OKAY, YOU KNOW WHERE 
I MEAN? ABOUT Å HUNDRED 
YARDS OUT? 


< 
ө 
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THE PLATOON 


